
 

IBHRE Certified Specialist: 

In response to the changing certification and recertification environment, and in line with other 

certification organizations, the International Board of Heart Rhythm Examiners (IBHRE) is 

excited to announce that we are transitioning to a new continuous competency certification 

program.  This program is called IBHRE-C3 (Continuing competency, Continuous learning, 

Continuous certification). This new program will commence in 2022.  

You are receiving this notice because you are currently scheduled to recertify in either 2021 or 

2022. As a result of the IBHRE C-3 roll-out, IBHRE is extending your current certification to 

December 31, 2023. To maintain your certification, you now have the option of: 

1) Enrolling in IBHRE-C3 for the 2022-2023 cycle to maintain your certification and not 

having to sit for the comprehensive exam; or, 

2) Sitting for the comprehensive exam during the 2022 or 2023 exam administration and 

enrolling in IBHRE-C3 during the 2025-2026 or 2026-2027 cycle respectively. 

However, please be aware that in either case, the 10-year certification period is being 

discontinued. If you elect to sit for the comprehensive exam, you will still be required to enroll 

in IBHRE-C3 in the third or fourth year following your renewal to maintain your credential. 

Therefore, it is highly recommended that you choose the IBHRE-C3 option. 

 

About IBHRE C-3 

 

The goal of the IBHRE-C3 program is to allow for maintenance of relevant, contemporary 

knowledge on a real time basis in keeping with current and changing patterns within heart 

rhythm management. For the certified specialist, this will result in not needing to sit for a 

comprehensive examination every 10 years and will result in a net savings in cost for those 

wishing to maintain their certification. 

IBHRE-C3 is a continuing competency process that consists of reading an article from the 

contemporary literature, followed by taking a knowledge assessment. Twelve assessments must 

be successfully completed in a two-year period (also known as a “cycle”) to maintain 

certification. 

Literature Review – Recommended literature is taken from leading medical journals (i.e. 

articles, manuscripts, peer reviews, consensus/guideline statements, etc.) covering topics/sub-

topics related to the certification exam blueprint.  

Computer-Based Assessment—After reviewing an article, you will be required to complete an 

online assessment consisting of five questions. The assessment is open book, without a time 

limit, and has an 80% correct response in order to pass. 



You will be required to successfully complete the required assessments during each cycle on an 

ongoing basis.  The cost of the assessments is $149 if registered by the first year of the two-year 

cycle or $199 if registered by the second year of the two-year cycle. Failure to successfully 

complete IBHRE-C3 assessment cycles will result in your certification lapsing.  If your 

certification lapses, you will once again be required to take and successfully pass the 

comprehensive exam to be certified.  

A more complete description of the IBHRE-C3 program (including details regarding the 

assessments) will be available on IBHRE’s website in January 2022.  

You will be notified of the IBHRE-C3 launch and required to select an option to enroll in 

IBHRE-C3 by December 31, 2022 or to sit for the comprehensive exam in 2023. 

If you have any questions, please send an email to C3@IBHRE.org; subject line: IBHRE-C3. 

We look forward to your participation. 
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