
  

 

Welcome to Your IBHRE Source 
This digital newsletter is designed to keep you informed of IBHRE activities and 

related certification news. To contribute an article or for more information, contact 

Tracy Lofty Brown, IBHRE’s Chief Executive Officer, at tlofty@hrsonline.org. 
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IBHRE Congratulates Mark Sweesy 

 

 

Congratulations to Mark W. Sweesy, FHRS, CEPS, CCDS, on his 

retirement. As Founder and President of Arrhythmia Technologies 

Institute (ATI), Mark has been a champion of IBHRE certification. 

IBHRE is grateful for his contributions and 20+ years as a Certified 

Electrophysiology Specialist (CEPS) and Certified Cardiac Device 

Specialist (CCDS). With over four decades of experience with 

cardiac devices, including supervising follow-up clinics, consulting, 

and education, Mr. Sweesy is responsible for 100+ publications in 

the CRM/EP field. 

 

 

 

IBHRE 2020 Scholarship Recipients 

 

In June 2020, IBHRE awarded scholarships to the following allied professionals: 
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• Mohammad Lakha; Blackpool Victoria Hospital; Lancashire, United Kingdom 

• Kirsten McCullough, BA, MHS, PAC; McKenzie Heart Group; Oregon, USA 

Providing valuable opportunities to those with limited access to IBHRE certification 

resources, these scholarships are designed for allied professionals considering the Certified 

Cardiac Device Specialist (CCDS) or the Certified Electrophysiology (CEPS) certification. 

IBHRE awards up to three $1,000 scholarships a year to be applied towards registration 

costs and, if applicable, a one-year membership with HRS. 
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IBHRE Spotlights 

 

 

    

 

    

In continued celebration of IBHRE's 35th anniversary, IBHRE Ambassadors are sharing their 

stories and reasons why they value certification. Hear what Frances C. Munkenbeck, MA, 

MD, FHRS, CCDS, and Gareth Mackin, BS, CCDS, have to say about their IBHRE 

journeys. 
  

 

 

 

 

Frances's Story  

 

    

 

 

 

Gareth's Story  

 

     

 

Save the Date: IBHRE Day 2021 
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Join IBHRE on Monday, February 8, 2021, for IBHRE Day, an annual day of recognition to 

acknowledge the positive impact of IBHRE-certified heart rhythm management practitioners 

who help to advance patient care in the field of electrophysiology and cardiac device 

therapy. 

 

 

 

Learn More  

 

  

 

Please note: Information on the website currently pertains to IBHRE Day 2020. The Toolkit 

will be updated in the near future. Contact IBHRE with questions. 

 

Laurie Newmark Elected to Chair IBHRE Ambassador 

Committee 

 

 

IBHRE is proud to announce Laurie Newmark, RN, CCDS, as the 

new Chairperson of the IBHRE Ambassador Committee. Ms. 

Newmark serves as a Registered Nurse at Equis Medical 

Consulting, where she manages a device clinic. “I am so honored 

to be elected to this position,” Newmark commented. “I have big 

shoes to fill as I continue the great work started by Harlie 

Ferguson. I look forward to working with all of the amazing 

Ambassadors from around the world and will work tirelessly to 

advance IBHRE’s mission.” 
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Exams & Resources 
  

  

  

 

 

New IBHRE Certification in Device Remote Monitoring 
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In keeping with its mission of setting global standards in heart rhythm management, IBHRE 

is excited to announce the launch of the Cardiac Device Remote Monitoring SpecialistTM 

(CDRMSTM) certification. This new program aims to validate the competency and skill level 

of practitioners who employ Remote Patient Monitoring (RPM) in caring for patients with 

heart rhythm disorders. Designed for technicians, nurses, and other allied professionals who 

have adopted RPM as a routine component of their healthcare delivery process monitoring 

cardiac implantable electronic devices, this computer-based exam will consist of 150 items 

based on a body of knowledge identified by subject matter experts. For more information: 

• Press Release 

• Eligibility Requirements 

• Exam Content Outline 

Registration will open February 8, 2021, for the exam scheduled October 20, 2021. To be 

placed on IBHRE’s mailing list for more information, email info@ibhre.org (Subject: CDRMS 

Info).  

 

 

 

Learn More  

 

  

 

Allied Professionals EP Exam Dates 

 

IBHRE’s Board of Directors rescheduled the Certified Electrophysiology Specialist 

(CEPS) exam for allied professionals from June 2, 2020, to October 8-16, 2020, to allow for 

social distancing at Prometric testing centers. If you registered for this exam, please be sure 

you selected a testing location for October 2020. 
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Certified Cardiac Device Specialist Exam Registration Open 

 

Applications are now being accepted for the Physician and Allied Professional Certified 

Cardiac Device Specialist (CCDS) exams to be administered via computer-based testing 

on August 4, 2021. The early registration deadline is January 21, 2021. The final 
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registration deadline is February 10, 2021. Late applications will not be accepted; there are 

no exceptions. 

 

 

 

Exam Calendar  

 

  

 

Group Discounts Available for CDESA 

 

IBHRE is pleased to announce group discount opportunities for the Cardiac Device 

Education and Self-Assessment Course (CDESA) in addition to the current reduced rate 

of $399:  

• Industry & Professional Organizations per order (1-year access) 

o 10-25 courses: 10% discount 

o 25-49 courses: 15% discount 

o 50+ courses: 20% discount 

• Academic Institutions per order (2-year access) 

o 6 or more courses: 10% discount  

Contact IBHRE CEO Tracy Lofty Brown at tlofty@hrsonline.org for more information. 
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Heart Rhythm Society 

1325 G St NW, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20005 

202-464-3400 | info@hrsonline.org 
 

Want to change how you receive our emails?  

You can update your email preferences or unsubscribe from all HRS emails. 
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