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A LETTER FROM IBHRE'S PRESIDENT 
AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

Each year, IBHRE's strategic plan focuses on advancing its core organiza�onal values, which are 
based on:

 Excellence
 Visionary Leadership
 Professionalism
 Con�nuing Competency
 Collabora�on
 Diversity

In fiscal year 2016, IBHRE exhibited these core values through many ini�a�ves. Due to the 
dedica�on of subject ma�er experts who volunteered their �me and talents, IBHRE celebrated 
many milestones, including the comple�on of a job task analysis study for each of its cer�fica�on 
programs, and the development of new exam content outlines. 

IBHRE con�nued to promote educa�on by launching a mentoring program and offering a 
scholarship program for the second consecu�ve year.  In addi�on, IBHRE embarked upon a new 
educa�onal endeavor to develop an online review course to support its CCDS Cer�fica�on Program.

To expand its outreach, IBHRE redesigned its website (IBHRE.org), launched an Ambassador Awards 
Program, appointed a Public Member to its Board of Directors, and expanded its IBHRE Day 
celebra�on.

IBHRE prides itself on offering quality programs. As such, the cer�fying board maintained its 
accredita�on of the CCDS and CEPS cer�fica�ons and obtained accredita�on of the CEPS-PC and 
CEPS-AC programs. 

On behalf of IBHRE staff, thank you for your steadfast commitment, which has enabled IBHRE to 
con�nue as a leader in promo�ng excellence in the field of heart rhythm management. 

Tracy Lo�y, MSA, CAE
Execu�ve Director, IBHRE

Charles J. Love
MD, FACC, FHRS, FAHA, CCDS

President IBHRE 
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EXAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT

EXAMINATION PERFORMANCE

Through computer-based tes�ng, IBHRE successfully administered five exams in FY 2016:

 Japan Cardiac Rhythm Device Therapy Exam for the Allied Professional – January 16
 Cardiac Electrophysiology for the Allied Professional – April 13
 Cardiac Rhythm Device Therapy for the Physician – August 3
 Cardiac Rhythm Device Therapy for the Allied Professional – August 3
 Cardiac Electrophysiology for the Physician – December 7 

Our FY 2016 cer�fica�on exam administra�ons yielded 664 new cer�fied professionals across six 
exam administra�ons. A total of 1,077 individuals registered for IBHRE exams in FY 2016. The 
overall pass rate across exam administra�ons was 74%.

As of the end of FY 2016, more than 9,000 heart rhythm professionals 
were IBHRE cer�fied in nearly 60 countries worldwide.

FY 2016 IBHRE Cer�fica�on Exam Registra�on and Performance Sta�s�cs
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IBHRE JOB TASK ANALYSIS REPORT

IBHRE conducted a Job Task Analysis (JTA) Study for each of its cer�fica�ons under the guidance of 
Mitchell & McCue, a marke�ng research company based in Dallas, Texas. The JTA is designed to 
iden�fy professional knowledge, skills, and abili�es, and to serve as the founda�on for the exam 
content outline. From study findings, new exam forms will be developed to reflect current prac�ces.

Below is the schedule that has been set in consulta�on with tes�ng agencies for the administra�on 
of new exam forms.

2017  New CEPS (Allied Professional) exam form to be administered
2017  CEPS-PC and CEPS-AC to use 2015 exam form that will be updated to reflect
                new content classifica�ons (2017, 2018, and possibly 2019)
2018  New CCDS exam form to be administered
2019  New Japan CCDS exam form to be administered

¹IBHRE has a partnership with the Japanese Heart Rhythm Society in collabora�on with the Japan CDR 
Center to administer the CCDS exam in Japanese for allied professionals.

EXAMINATION DATE #REGISTERED PASS FAIL PASS RATE

1CCDS- Japan 

CEPS

CCDS- Physician

CCDS-Allied

CEPS-PC

CEPS-AC

April 13

January 16

August 3

August 3

December 7

December 7

218

325

63

431

16

20

168

138

51

271

15

16

50

187

12

160

0

4

77.06%

42.46%

80.95%

62.8%

100%

80%
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IBHRE AT HEART RHYTHM SOCIETY 2016

FY 2016 marked another year that IBHRE capitalized on its rela�onship with the Heart Rhythm 
Society. Several events designed to increase awareness of IBHRE programs were held in conjunc�on 
with the Heart Rhythm Society's 37th Annual Scien�fic Sessions in San Francisco, Calif., including: 

MARKETING ACTIVITIES AND OUTREACH

IBHRE Ambassador Awards Ceremony.

IBHRE presented the first Ambassador 
Awards during the HRS annual conference. 
In so doing, we presented the IBHRE 
Ambassador of the Year Award and IBHRE 
Vanguard Award, which recognizes IBHRE 
subject ma�er experts who have made 
significant contribu�ons to IBHRE through 
their advocacy of the cer�fica�on and their 
involvement with the organiza�on.  

Honorees were:

Laurie Newmark, RN, CCDS
IBHRE Senior Ambassador 
Northern Nevada Cardiology, 
Reno, Nev.

Jay Charles Reid, MS, BSN, RN, 
CCDS
IBHRE Senior Ambassador
Medtronic, Jacksonville, Fla.

Harlie Ferguson, AS, CEPS
Chair, IBHRE Ambassador 
Commi�ee
St. Jude Medical S.C., Inc. 
(Re�red), St. Paul, Minn.

Ambassadors of the Year Award Recipients

The IBHRE Lounge. IBHRE hosted the “IBHRE Lounge,” which served as a mee�ng place for 
a�endees of the HRS annual conference.  The lounge provided a�endees a networking environment 
in which they could learn about IBHRE CCDS and CEPS cer�fica�on programs.  A�endees 
par�cipated in an “Ask the Experts” session, interacted with IBHRE staff, networked with IBHRE 
cer�fied professionals, picked up cer�fica�on ribbons, and obtained marke�ng collateral on IBHRE 
programs. Addi�onal ac�vi�es hosted in the lounge included a volunteer recruitment session and a 
networking recep�on. 

2016 IBHRE ANNUAL REPORT 
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MARKETING ACTIVITIES AND OUTREACH

IBHRE TRADE SHOW ACTIVITIES  

In October 2015, IBHRE exhibited at the American Nurses' Creden�aling 
Center's Magnet Conference in Atlanta, Ga. In addi�on, several IBHRE 
Ambassadors promoted IBHRE cer�fica�on by delivering presenta�ons 
throughout the world.

IBHRE DAY CELEBRATION  
thIBHRE celebrated its third annual IBHRE Day on February 11 . The 

purpose of IBHRE Day is to spread awareness of IBHRE cer�fica�on and 
to recognize our cer�fied professionals.  The day is also designed for 
employers to extend their apprecia�on to employees who have earned 
IBHRE creden�als. In addi�on to news releases and other promo�onal 
material, IBHRE hosted an online blog radio show to promote the value of 
IBHRE cer�fica�on as well as an online “Ask the Experts” session on 
IBHRE's Facebook page. 
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Annual IBHRE Raffle. As in previous years, we hosted a free raffle and presented two winning heart 
rhythm professionals with a complimentary registra�on for the IBHRE cer�fica�on exam. Our 
annual raffle has proven to be a great marke�ng tac�c.  It helps IBHRE to promote its cer�fica�on 
programs and provides an avenue by which qualified health care professionals can pursue 
cer�fica�on. Last year's winners were employees of St. Jude Medical (Aus�n, TX) and the Kawartha 
Cardiology Clinic (Ontario, Canada). 

IBHRE BUSINESS MEETINGS

IBHRE leadership conducted business mee�ngs with interna�onal healthcare leaders from Japan 
and collaborated regularly with IBHRE Ambassadors.

IBHRE WEBSITE 

IBHRE's web presence was enhanced to be more user friendly and mobile compa�ble.  Please visit 
the enhanced site at IBHRE.org. 



IBHRE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

For the second year, IBHRE has offered its Scholarship Program to allied health care professionals 
seeking IBHRE cer�fica�on. Awarded to three applicants each year, this award was developed to 
help underwrite the cost of cer�fica�ons for heart rhythm professionals with limited access to 
professional development resources. IBHRE's Scholarship Review Panel reviewed qualified 
submissions that included a completed applica�on as well as wri�en endorsements by two IBHRE 
cer�fied individuals.

Paul Bibby, Robert Von Langen and Lalaine Wagner were selected to receive scholarship awards. 
These individuals were selected based on their current and poten�al contribu�ons to the field of 
heart rhythm management as well as their extraordinary dis�nc�on. Each recipient received an 
$800 registra�on discount for either the Cer�fied Cardiac Device Specialist (CCDS) or Cer�fied 
Electrophysiology Specialist (CEPS) cer�fica�on exam, which is valid un�l December 31, 2017. In 
addi�on to the scholarship, recipients received a one-year membership to HRS upon mee�ng 
eligibility requirements. 

IBHRE MENTOR PROGRAM

I B H R E launched a mentoring program for 
individuals preparing for the cer�fica�on exam as 
well as individuals seeking career advice. Highly 
qualified IBHRE Ambassadors serve as mentors and 
are assigned as available.  The mentoring applica�on 
is available at IBHRE.org.

PROGRAMS
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CERTIFICATION AND FINANCIAL REPORTS

2016 FISCAL YEAR-END REPORT

The independent financial auditor's review of IBHRE's FY 2016 financial statements was conducted 
by Rogers & Company, an accoun�ng firm contracted through HRS. IBHRE's audit was sa�sfactorily 
completed confirming that, as of the fiscal year-end date, September 30, 2016, financial reports and 
accoun�ng systems are an accurate representa�on of IBHRE's financial posi�on.

HRS is a related party to IBHRE through common Board members.  All func�ons necessary to 
perform IBHRE's mission are performed by employees of HRS or contracted through HRS. IBHRE 
reimburses HRS for these expenses.  HRS also collects exam registra�on fees on behalf of IBHRE.  
Total revenue earned based upon registra�on fees, interest and dividends (net) and miscellaneous 
income equaled $1,119,639. Expenses totaled $1,035,587; with management and general expenses 
of $208,911 and program expenses of $826,676. Net realized and unrealized gain on investments 
totaled a gain of $32,390. This ac�vity resulted in a fiscal year end unrestricted net asset or 
organiza�on net worth of $1,559,150.  
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ACCREDITATION

The American Na�onal Standards Ins�tute accredits IBRHE 
cer�fica�on programs. ANSI accredita�on is widely acknowledged 
as the foremost personnel cer�fica�on accredita�on body in the 
United States.  In FY 2016, the CEPS and CCDS were reaccredited 
and the CEPS-PC and CEPS-AC received ini�al accredita�on.  

The organiza�on's standards are established in line with the Interna�onal Organiza�on of 
Standardiza�on to establish worldwide consensus to provide rigorous guidelines for products, 
services and sound prac�ces. The accredita�on signifies to IBHRE-cer�fied professionals, exam 
candidates, and the medical community that IBHRE programs adhere to the highest standards in 
creden�aling.



IBHRE owes much of its success to its board of directors, commi�ee leaders, and ambassadors who 
contribute their exper�se, �me, and leadership to support the organiza�on's ac�vi�es. The 
organiza�on is fortunate to have ac�ve and commi�ed leaders who profoundly believe in the 
mission and strategic direc�on of the organiza�on.

A sincere thank you goes to them for all of their efforts. The IBHRE cer�fica�on program would not 
exist without the labors of these leaders. 

IBHRE'S NEW PUBLIC MEMBER POSITION

IBHRE has filled its new Public Member posi�on on the Board of Directors. Elsie Kelly of San 
Francisco, Calif., was highly recommended for the posi�on by the Ci�zens Advocacy Center in 
Washington, DC.  She is a former teacher and has served on numerous community commi�ees. In 
May 2016, IBHRE's Board of Directors approved Ms. Kelly.

As s�pulated in IBHRE's bylaws, qualifica�ons for IBHRE's Public Member include:

At least one Director shall be a so-called “Public Member”, meaning that such person shall have a 
general understanding of the importance of heart rhythm management by virtue of educa�on, 
career experience, or personal experience. Such person need not be a member of HRS.  The “Public 
Member” shall have all the rights and powers of a Director, including vo�ng rights.  It is the inten�on 
of the corpora�on that the “Public Member” shall provide perspec�ve and insight from the 
standpoint of the general public. In order to ensure impar�ality, individuals cer�fied by IBHRE are 
ineligible for service as the Public Member. The “Public Member” shall be selected by the Directors 
by majority vote and subject to approval of the HRS Board of Trustees in accordance with Sec�on 4 of 
Ar�cle VI.

GOVERNANCE
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President: Charles J. Love, MD, FHRS, FACC, PAHA, CCDS
First Vice President/Treasurer: 
Edward V. Pla�a, MD, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS
Secretary: Chris�ne Chiu-Man, MSC, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS
Michael R. Gold, MD, PhD, FHRS
Jay N. Gross, MD, CCDS
Melanie T. Gura, MSN, CNS, FHRS, FAHA, CCDS
Marleen E. Irwin, FHRS, RCRT, CCDS
Toshiyuki Ishikawa, MD
Janet McComb, MD, FHRS
Neil F. Strathmore, MBBS, FHRS, CCDS
George F. Van Hare, MD, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS
Elsie M. Kelly (Public Member)
Tracy Lo�y, MSA, CAE (Staff Liaison) 

IBHRE Finance Commi�ee

Jay N. Gross, MD, CCDS
Edward V. Pla�a, MD, FHRS, CCDS
George F. Van Hare, MD, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS

Allied EP Test Wri�ng Commi�ee

Chris�ne Chiu-Man, MSC, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS (Co-Chair)
Edward V. Pla�a, MD, FHRS, CCDS (Co-Chair)
Deepak Bhakta, MD, FHRS, CCDS 
Susan J. Blancher, ARNP, MSN, CEPS 
Melissa Harding, MPAS, PA-C, CCDS, CEPS 
Antonio Navarrete, MD, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS 
Akihiko Nogami, MD 
Brian Olshansky, MD, FHRS, CCDS 
Luke Shanahan, BS, MS, CCDS, CEPS 
Ralph J. Verdino, MD, CCDS 
Esther Weiss, RN, MSN, APN, CEPS, CCDS 
Chunja Yoo, BSN, CEPS, CCDS
 
Physician EP Test Wri�ng Commi�ee

Edward V. Pla�a, MD, FHRS, CCDS (Co-Chair)
George F. Van Hare, MD, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS (Co-Chair)
Deepak Bhakta, MD, FHRS, CCDS
Chris�ne Chiu-Man, MSC, FHRS, CEPS, CCDS
June Huh, MD, CEPS
Ronald J. Kanter, MD, FHRS, CEPS
Bharat K. Kantharia, MD, FHRS
Jian-Ming Li, MD, PhD
Roger A. Marinchak, MD, FHRS, CCDS
Brian Olshansky, MD, FHRS, CCDS
Adelqui Peralta, MD, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS
Marc Roelke, MD, CCDS
Maully Shah, MBBS, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS
Timothy W. Smith, MD, DPhil, FHRS
Elizabeth Stephenson, MD, CCDS, CEPS
John Triedman, MD, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS
Ralph J. Verdino, MD, CCDS
Raymond Yee, MD, CCDS, CEPS

Scholarship Commi�ee

Laurie J. Newmark, RN, CCDS (Chair)
Harlie L. Ferguson, AS, CEPS
Mike A. Black, CVT, NREMTP, CEPS
Frances C. Munkenbeck, MD, FHRS, CCDS

Physician and Allied Pacing Test Wri�ng Commi�ee

Marleen E. Irwin, RCRT, FHRS, CCDS (Co-Chair)
Charles J. Love, MD, FACC, FHRS, FAHA, CCDS (Co-Chair)
Amin Al-Ahmad, MD, FHRS, CCDS
Hugh Calkins, MD, CCDS
George H. Crossley, III, MD, FHRS, CCDS
N.A. Mark Estes, III, MD, FHRS, CCDS
Jay N. Gross, MD, CCDS
Melanie T. Gura, MSN, CNS, FHRS, CCDS
Toshiyuki Ishikawa, MD
Amy S. Leiserowitz, RN, CCDS
Janet M. McComb, MD, FHRS
Angela Naperkowski, RN, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS
Linda K. O�oboni, CNS, FHRS, CCDS
Edward V. Pla�a, MD, FHRS, CCDS
Judith Soberman, MD, MHA, FHRS, CCDS
Neil F. Strathmore, MBBS, FHRS, CCDS
Bruce L. Wilkoff, MD, FHRS, CCDS
Raymond Yee, MD, CCDS, CEPS
Ji-Hae Yun, RN, CCDS
Jason Riley, BS

Japan Test Transla�on Commi�ee

Toshiyuki Ishikawa, MD (Chair)
Akihiko Nogami, MD, PhD
Yoshinori Kobayashi, MD
Takashi Kurita, MD
Katsuhiko Imai, MD 
Toru Maruyama, MD
Yasushi Miyauchi, MD
Masahiko Takagi, MD
Naohiko Takashi, MD
Dr. Takashi Noda, MD, PhD

IBHRE Ambassadors

Harlie L. Ferguson, AS, CEPS (Chair)
Subhashish Agarwal, MD, CCDS
Robert-Marian Alexandru, BENG, CEPS
Enrico Asidao, CEPS
Ricardo A.D. Bernado, RCPT, CEPS
Mike A. Black, CVT, NREMTP, CEPS
Anna S. Borisov, AA, AAS, AS, CEPS
Ma�hew Brown, BHSc, CCDS
Jennifer Busch, BSN, CEPS
Alex Cambridge, BS, CCDS
William F. Heddle, BS, MB, MBBS, MD, FHRS, CCDS
Ahmed Abdella�f Hussein, MB, CCDS, CEPS
Aparna Jaswal, MD, CCDS
Bharat K. Kantharia, MD, FHRS
Sootkeng Ma, MD, CCDS, CEPS
Pa�arapong Makarawate, MD, MS, FHRS, CCDS, CEPS
Anastasios Manaris, MD, FHRS, CCDS
Frances C. Munkenbeck, MD, FHRS, CCDS
Laurie J. Newmark, RN, CCDS
Jay Charles Reid, BS, BSN, RN, CCDS
Kevin Ruben, BS, CEPS
Robert Lee Williams, BS, CCDS

3.21.2017
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Connect with Us!

Interna�onal Board of 
Heart Rhythm Examiners
1325 G Street, NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 464-3435 Office
IBHRE.ORG


